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1 Enrolled, An Act, R 

2 

3 

4 Relating to the Alabama Massage Therapy Licensinq Board 

5 under the temporary jurisdiction of the Board of Nursing; to 

6 amend Section 2 of Act 2024-361, 2024 Regular Session; to 

7 authorize the Executive Director of the Board of Nursing to 

8 designate an individual to preform certain powers, duties, and 

9 functions of the Alabama Massage Therapy Licensing Board on 

10 behalf of the executive director; to amend Act 2024-361, 2024 

11 Regular Session, now appearing as Sections 34-43A-2, 34-43A-3, 

12 34-43A-4, 34-43A-5, 34-43A-6, 34-43A-7, 34-43A-8, 34-43A-9, 

13 34-43A-10, 34-43A-12, 34-43A-13, 34-43A-14, 34-43A-16, and 

14 34-43A-18, code of Alabama 1975, to define what constitutes an 

15 emergency order and provide further for definitions; to 

16 clarify that an individual practicing massage therapy pursuant 

17 to a temporary permit issued by the board is exempt from 

18 regulation; to change the annual meeting month of the board 

19 from October to November; to require a majority vote of the 

20 board to discipline a licensee; to delete temporary or 

21 transitional provisions; to provide further for the duties of 

22 the board; to provide further for the qualifications for 

23 licensinq and the contents of an application; to provide 

24 further for outcall massaqe therapy services and the 

25 inspections of massaqe therapy establishments; to authorize 

26 the board, by rule, to establish and collect reasonabie fees; 

27 to provide further for investiqations, discipline, and 

28 finqerprinting of licensees and applicants for licensinq; to 
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29 provide for the issuance of an emergency order suspending the 

30 operation of a massage therapy establishment and the 

31 enforcement, hearing process, legal fees, and fines associated 

32 with an emergency order; and to provide further for massage 

33 therapy schools. 

34 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA: 

35 Section 1. Section 2 of Act 2024-361, 2024 Regular 

36 Session, is amended to read as follows: 

37 Section 2 (a) The existence and functioning of the 

38 Alabama Board of Massage Therapy, created and functioning 

39 pursuant to Chapter 43 of Title 34, Code of Alabama 1975, is 

40 terminated, and those code sections are expressly repealed. 

41 (b) (1) Commencing on June 1, 2024, the Alabama Board of 

42 Massage Therapy shall be reconstituted as the Alabama Massage 

43 Therapy Licensing Board and all powers, duties, and functions 

44 of the new board shall be temporarily assumed and performed by 

45 the Board of Nursing pending the reconstitution of the Alabama 

46 Massage Therapy Licensing Board as provided in Chapter 43A of 

47 Title 34, Code of Alabama 1975. Additionally, comrnencing on 

48 June 1, 2024, the Executive Officer of the Board of Nursing, 

49 or his or her designee, shall temporarily assume and perform 

50 all duties, responsibilities, and functions of the position of 

51 an executive director for the Alabama Nassage Therapy 

52 Licensing Board, as defined in Section 34-43A-2, Code of 

53 Älabama 1975, pending the appointment of an execütive director 

54 by the new Alabama Massage Therapy Licensing Board. 

55 (2) During the temporary transfer commencing on June 1, 

56 2024, all personnel of the Board of Nursing may act as agents 
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57 of and may perform those duties, responsibilities, and 

58 functions determined necessary by the Executive Officer of the 

59 Board of Nursing, or his or her designee, to support the 

60 Alabama Massage Therapy Licensing Board, created in Chapter 

61 43A of Title 34, Code of Alabama 1975, until those duties, 

62 responsibilities, and functions ternporarily assumed by the 

63 Executive Officer of the Board of Nursinq, or his or her 

64 designee, pursuant to subdivision (1) are transferred to the 

6S executive director of the newly reconstituted Alabama Massage 

Therapy Licensing Board pursuant to subdivision (3) . During 

the temporary transfer the Board of NursÏng, on behalf of the 

68 Alabama Massage Therapy Licensing Board, rnay employ and train 

69 individuals subject to the state Merit System for the Alabama 

70 Massage Therapy Licensing Board. 

71 (3) A11 powers, duties, and functions temporarily 

72 assumed and performed by the Board of Nursing and the 

73 Executive Officer of theBoard of Nursinc, or his or her 

74 designee, pursuant to subdivision (1), shall be transferred to 

75 the Alabama Massage Therapy Licensing Board, as created by 

76 Chapter 43A of Title 34, Code of Alabama 1975, on or before 

77 October 1, 2026. 

tL Section 2. Act 2024-361, 2024 Regular Session, now 

79 appearing in part as Sections 34-43A-2, 34-43A-3, 34-43A-4, 

80 34-43A-5, 34-43A-6, 34-43A-7, 34-43A-8, 34-43A-g, 34-43A-10, 

81 34-43A-12, 34-43A-13, 34-43A-14, 34-43A-16, and 34-43A-18 of 

82 the Code of Alabama 1975, is amended to read as follows: 

83 34-43A-2 

84 For purposes of this chapter, the following terms have 
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the following rneanings: 

(1)ADVERTISE. To distribute a card, flier, sign, or 

device to any individual or entity, or allow any sign or 

marking on any building, radio, television, or to publicize by 

any other means designed to attract public attention. 

(2)BOARD. The Alabama Massage Therapy Licensing Board 

created by this chapter. 

3) EMERGENCY ORDER. The immediate suspension of a 

license without a hearing when the board determines that 

public afety is at immediate risk. An emerqency order 

reguires a licensee to cease practice pending a formal 

hearinq. The term may also be referred to as the summa 

suspension of a license. 

-(---(4) EXAMINATION. The National Certification Board 

for Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork Examination or the 

Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards Massage and 

Bodywork Licensing Examination administered by an independent 

agency or another nationally or internationally accredited 

exarnination administered by an independent agency approved by 

the board, or state examination administered by the boardor, 

105 at the discretion of the board, a state examination 

106 admiristered by the appropriate regulating body for massage 

107 therapy located in another state. The national examination 

108 shall be accredited by the National Commission for Certifying 

109 Agencies. The board rnay also administer a written, oral, or 

110 practical examination. 

111 -f-4-3-(5) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. The Executive Director of 

112 the Alabarna Massage Therapy Licensinq Board. 
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113 -(--)-(6) LICENSE. The credential issued by the board 

114 which allows the holder to engage in the safe and ethical 

115 practice of massage therapy. 

116 -(-€-3-(7) MASSAGE THERAPIST. An individual licensed 

117 pursuant to this chapter who practices or administers massage 

118 therapy or related touch therapy modalities to a client for 

119 compensation. / - 

120 -(-4-(8) MASSAGE THERAPY ESTABLISHMENT. A site, premises, 

121 or businesslicensed by the board where massage therapy is 

122 practiced by a massaqe therapist. 

123 -(-8-3-(9) MASSAGE THERAPY INSTRUCTOR. A massaqe therapist 

124 who is approved by the board to teach the practice of massage 

125 therapy. 

126 +9-3-(10) MASSAGE THERAPY or RELATED TOUCH THERAPY 

127 MODALITIES. a. The mobilization of the soft tissue which may 

128 include skin, fascia, tendons, liqaments, and muscles for the 

129 purpose of establishing and maintaininq good physical 

130 condition. 

131 b. The term includes effleurage, petrissaqe, 

132 tapotement, compression, vibration, stretching, heliotherapy, 

133 superficial hot and c91d applications, topical applications, 

134 or other therapy that involves•  movement either by hand, 

135 forearm, elbow, or foot, or use of manual methods or 

136 mechanical or electrical devices or tools that mimic or 

137 enhance the action of human hands for the-purpose of 

138 therapeutic massage, and any massage, movement therapy, 

139 massaqe technology, myotherapy, massotherapy, oriental massage 

140 technique, structural inteqration, acupressure, or polarity 
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141 therapy. 

142 c. The term may include the external application and 

143 use of herbal or chemical preparations and lubrica•nts 

144 includinq, but not limited to, salts, powders, liquids, 

145 nonprescription creams, cup3, mechanical devices such ascups, 

146 T-bars, thumpers, body support systems, heat lamps, hot and 

147 cold packs, salt glow, steam cabinet baths, or hydrotherapy. 

148 d. The term doés not. include laser therapy, microwave, 

149 injection therapy, manipulation of the joints, or any 

150 diagnosis or treatment of an illness that normally involves 

151 the practice of medicine, chiropractic, physical t1ierapy, 

152 podiatry, nursing, midwifery, occupational therapy, 

153 veterinary, acupuncture, osteopathy, orthopedics, hypnosis, or 

154 naturopathics. 

155 (10) (11) MASSAGE THERAPY SCHOOL. A school approved by 

156 the board where massage therapy is taught and which is one of 

157 the following: 

158 a. If located in Alabama, approved by the board as 

159 meetinq the minimum established standards of training and 

160 curriculum as determined by the board. 

161 b. If located outside of Alabama, recognized by the 

162 board and by a regiona11y recognized professional accrediting 

163 body. 

164 c. Ä postgraduate traininq institute accredited by the 

165 Commission on Massage Therapy Accreditation. 

166 (11) (12) SEXUALLY-ORIENTED BUSINESS. A sex parlor, 

167 massage parlor, nude studio, modeling studio, love pr1or, 

168 adult bookstore, adult movie theater, adult video arcade, 
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169 adult motel, or other commercial enterprise which has the 

170 offering for sale, rent, or exhibit, or the exhibit of, items 

171 or services intended to provide sexual stimulation or sexual 

172 gratification to the client. 

173 (12) (13) STUDENT. Any individual who is enrolled in a 

174 massage therapy school. 

175 34-43A-3 

176 Except as specifically provided by this chapter, no 

177 individual may do any of the followinq unless licensed 

178 pursuant to this chapter: 

179 (1) Advertise that he dr she performs massage therapy 

180 or related touch therapy modalities. 

181 (2) Hold himself or herself out to the public as a 

182 massage therapist, using any name or description denoting 

183 himself or herself as a massage therapist, or purporting to 

184 have the skills necessary to perform massage therapy. 

185 (3) Practice massage therapyon the general public for 

186 compensation. 

187 34-43A-4 

188 (a) The followinq individuals, offices, and 

189 establishments are exempt from this chapter: 

190 (1) A student who is rendering massage therapy services 

191 under the supervision of a massage therapy instructor, or any 

192 other upervioory arrar.gernent reoognied and approved by the 

193 board, including, but not linited to, a temporary perrnit. A 

194 student shall be designated by title clearly indicating his or 
\ ) 

195 her training status. 

196 (2) An individual practicing massage therapy pursuant 
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197 to a temporary permit issued by the board. 

198 -(-2+(3) A qualified member of another profession who is 

199 licensed and requlated under state law_;hi1c in thc ccurc of 

200 rendering serviceswhich are within the scope of his or her 

201 license, provided that the individual does not represent 

202 himself or herself as a massage therapist. 

203 -(-+(4) An individual providing massages to his or her 

204 immediate family. 

2 05 -(-4-3-(5) An individual offering massage therapy 

206 instruction who is visitinq from another state, territory, or 

207 country, provided that the individual is licensed or 

208 registered as required in his or her place of residence. A 

209 visiting instructor may teach continuinq education courses in 

210 this state for up to 100 hours per year without being licensed 

211 by the board. A visitinq instructor who teaches continuing 

212 education course in this state for 100 hours or more.per year 

213 is required to be licensed by the board. 

214 -(--3-(6) Members of the Nassage Emergency Rescue Team 

215 (MERT) , or any other nationally or internationally recognized 

216 disaster relief association, who practice massaqe therapy in 

217 this state only during a time declared by the Governor or the 

n Legislature -to be a city, county, or state emergency. These 

219 therapists may work in this state for a period of time 

220 approved by the board. 

221 -(-6-3-(7) A Native American healer using traditional 

222 healing practices. A Native American healer who applies to the 

223 board for a massage therapist license shall comply with all 

224 licensing requirements. 
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225 -(-+(8) An individual actinq under the supervision of 

226 and pursuant to delegation from a physician, a physical 

227 therapist, or a chiropractor for whorn the deleqated acts are 

228 within the scope of_hi or hcr the licenseof the physician, 

229 physical therapist, or chiropractor, provided that the 

230 individual does not represent himself or herself as a massage 

23ì therapist. 

232 -f-&3-(9) The office of a chiropractor, physiciån, or 

233 physical therapist which employs or contracts with a massage 

234 therapist_who to provide massage therapy at the physical 

235 location of the office is exempt frorn an establishment 

236 license. 

237 (b) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 

238 authorize massage therapists to administer, dispense, or 

239 prescribe drugs or engage in the practice of medicine in any 

240 manner, including, but not lirnited to, nutrition, diagnosing 

241 or prescribing drugs for mental, emotional, or physical 

242 disease, illness, or injury. 

243 34-43A-5 

244 (a) (1) There is created the Alabama Massage Therapy 

245 Licensing Board. The purpose of the board is to protect the 

246 health, safety, and welfare of the public by ensuring that 

247 massage therapists, massage therapy schools, massage therapy 

248 establishments, and massage therapy instructors meet 

249 prescribed standards of education, competency, and practice. 

250 To accomplish this mission, the board shall establish 

251 standards to ensure completion of all board functions in a 

252 timely and effective manner and to provide open and immediate 

Page 9 



. 
SB253 Enrolled 

253 access to all relevant public information. The board shall 

254 coimnunicate its responsibilities and services to the public as 

255 part of its consumer protection duties. The board shall 

256 develop and implement a lonq range plan to ensure effective 

257 requlation and consumer protection. 

258 (2) A11 rights, duties, records, property, real or 

259 personal, and all other effects existing in the name of •the 

260 Alabama Board of Massage Therapy, formerly created and 

261 functioning pursuant to Chapter 43, or in any other name by 

2 62 which that board has been known, shall continue in the name of 

263 the Alabama Massage Therapy Licensing Board. Any reference to 

264 the former Alabama Board of Massage Therapy, or any other name 

265 by which that board has been known, in any existing law, 

266 contract, or other instrument shall constitute a reference to 

2 67 the Alabama Massage Therapy Licensing Board as created in this 

2 68 chapter. A11 actions of the former Alabama Board of Massage 

269 Therapy or the executive director of the former board taken 

270 prior to June 1, 2024, are approved, ratified, and confirmed. 

271 (3) The status of any individual or entity properly 

272 licensed, accredited, or rëgistered by the former Alabama 

273 Board of Nassaqe Therapy on June 1, 2024, sha11 continue under 

274 the jurisdiction of the Alabama Massage Therapy Licensing 

275 Board .Any liccnoo, aocrcditption, or rcgiotration oubjoct to 

276 rcnoia1 on or before Octobcr 1, 202, purouant to thio ohaptcr 

277 may bc tcmporarily ontondcd by oin montho unlooo and. until 

278 othon:ioo providcd by rulc of tho bcard. 

279 (b) (1) The board sKall consist of the fo11oting nine 

280 members: 
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281 a. Three active licensees appointed by the Governor. 

282 b. Two active licensees appointed by the Lieutenant 

283 Governor and one at-large member appointed by the Lieutenant 

284 Governor. - 

285 c. Two ative licensees appointed by the Speaker of the 

286 House of Representatives and one at-large member appointed by 

287 the speaker of the House of Representatives. 

288 (2) The seven active massage therapist licensee members 

289 of the board shall be appointed so that not more than one 

290 active licensee member from each united States congressional 

2g District in the state is appointed to serve at the same time. 

292 The two members appointed from the state at large shall have 

2 g3 never been licensed as massage therapists nor have had any 

294 direct financial interest in the massage therapy profession. 

295 One of the at-large members shall have extensive knowledge of 

296 sex trafficking and related law enforcement efforts to defeat 

297 sex trafficking. The at-large member appointed by the 

298 Lieutenant Governor and the at-large member appointed by the 

299 Speaker of the House of Representatives shall be appointed 

300 from a list of three names each provided by the Minority 

301 Leader of the Senate and the Minority Leader of the House of 

302 Representatives, respectively. The appointing authorities 

303 shall coordinate their appointments to assure the board 

304 membership is inclusive and reflects the racial, gender, 

305 geographic, urban, rural, and economic diversity of the state. 

306 (3) The m0mbcr3 initially appointcd to the board ohall 

307 bc appointcd not 13t0r than july 1, 202. Each board member 

308 shall be selected upon• personal merit and qualifications, not 
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309 per membership or affiliation with an association. Each board 

310 member shall be a-citizen of the United States and a resident 

311 of this state for two years immediately precedinq appointment. 

312 No member of the board shall serve more than two full 

313 consecutive terms. 

314 (c) Of the initial nine appointees to the board, three 

315 members shall be appointed for terms of two years, three 

316 members shall be appointed for terms of three years, and three 

317 members shall be appointed for terms of four years as 

318 determined by lot. Thereafter, successors shall be appointed 

319 for terms of four years, each term expiri•ng on June 30. 

320 (d) Vacancies on the board occurring prior to the 

321 expiration of a term shall be filled •by the original 

322 appointing authority within 30 days after the vacancy to serve 

323 for the remainder of the unexpired term. Each member of the 

324 board shall serve until his or her successor has been duly 

325 appointed and qualified. 

326 (e) The board shall hold its first meetinq within 30 

327 days after the initial members are appointed. At the first 

328 meeting and annually thereafter in the month of_Octobcr 

329 November, the board shall elect a chair and a vice chair from 

330 its membership. The board shall holdno less than two_biannual 

331 meetings_for tho purpooc of rcviowing 1iccoc applicationo per 

332 year. The board may hold additional rrteetinqs at the discretion 

333 of the chair and four members of the board. A quorum of the 

334 board shall be a majority of the current appointed board 

335 members. Upon the written request of any individual, submitted 

336 to the board at least 24 hours in advance of a scheduled 
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337 meeting, the meeting shall be recorded electronically, and a 

338 copy of the recording shall be made available, upon request, 

339 for 30 calendar days following. the date of the recording. 

340 (f) Board members shall not receive compensation for 

341 their services, but shall receive the same per diem and 

342 allowance as provided to state employees for each day the 

343 board meets and conducts business. 

344 (g) (1) Commencing on September 30, 2026, the board may 

345 employ, and at its pleasure discharge, an executive director 

346 in the unclassified service, officers, and employees subject 

347 to the state Merit System as necessary to implement this 

348 chapter. 

349 (2) When necessary, the board may retain outside 

350 counse1 who satisfies the qualifications required of a deputy 

351 attorney general. 

352 (h) An affirmative vote of a majority of the members of 

353 the board shall be required to_g:nt deny, suspend,—e- revoke, 

354 probate, reprimand, or otherwise discipline a licensee holding 

355 a license to practice massage therapy or a license to operate 

356 a massage therapy establishment. 

357 (i) The board shall be financed only from income 

358 accrušng to the board from fees, licenses, other charges and 

359 funds collected by the board, and any monies that are 

360 appropriated to the board by the Legislature. 

361 (j) A board member may be removed at the request of the 

362 board for misfeasance, malfeasance, neglect of duty, 

363 commission of a fe1ony, incompetence, permanent inability to 

364 perform official duties, or failing to attend two consecutive 
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365 properly noticed meetings within a one-year period. 

366 (k) Members of the board are immune from liability for 

367 all good faith acts performed in the execution of their duties 

368 as rnembers of the board. 

369 (1) Appointees to the board shall take the 

370 constitutional oath. of office and shall file the oath in the 

371 office of the Governor before undertaking any duties as a 

372 board mernber. Upon rccciving thc oath, thc Covcrnor oha11 

373 ioouc a ccrtificatc of appointmcnt to cach appointcc. 

374 34-43A-6 

375 (a) The board shall do all of the following: 

37 6 (1) Qualify applicanto to takc thc liccnoing 

377 cxamination Establish gualifications for licensing and issue 

378 licenses to successful applicants. 

379 (2) Adopt a seal and affix the seal to all licenses 

380 issued by the board. A11 liccnoco ohall bc on prc printcd, 

381 

382 (3) Create application forrns for examination and 

383 licensing and assess and collect fees pursuant to this 

384 chapter. 

385 (4) Maintain a complete record of all massage 

386 therapists and annually prepare a roster of the narnes and 

387 addrc33co license numbers of those licensees. A copy of the 

388 roster shall be provided to any individual upon request and 

389 the payment of a fee estab,lished by the board in an amount 

390 sufficient to cover the costs of publication and distribution. 

391 (5) Provide for the investigation of any individua1or 

392 entity who is suspected of violating this chapter. 
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393 (6) Adopt and revise rules as necessary to implement 

394 this chapter pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act. AIÌ 

395 adrninirativc rulc3 of tho forrnor A1abarna ßoard of aocago 

396 Thcrapy oidoting on Jur.o i, 2O2, which roforcr.cc Chaptcr 3, 

397 unlcoo in conflict with cdcting law, oha11 rcrnain in cffoct 

ao rulcc pf thc Alabama accagc Thcrapy Liconcing ßoard until 

399 mcndcd or rcpcalcd by that board. 

400 (7) Provide a copy of this chapter, upon request, to 

401 any licensee or applicant for a license. 

402 (8) By ru1e, require massaqe therapists; massaqe 

403 therapy establishments, and massage therapy schools to carry 

404 professional and qeneral liability insurance with an TlAtl  rated 

405 or better insurance carrier in the amount of at least one 

406 million dollars ($1,000,000) . Proof of coverage shall be 

407 provided to the board upon request. . 

408 (9) Perform other functions necessary and proper for 

409 the performance of official duties. 

410 (b) The board may do any of the following: 

411 (1) Acccpt or dony thc application of ar.y individual 

412 Adott and from time to time revise rules, not inconsistent 

413 with law, as may be necessary to implement this chapter. 

414 (2) Examine, license, and renew the licenses of 

415 gualified applicants applying for a license as a massage 

416 therapist_upon an affirmativc votc of a rnajority of thc board, 

417 massaqe therapy establishment, or massage therapy instructor. 

418 (3) Conduct investigations, hearings, and proceedings 

419 concerning alleged violations of this chapter or rules adopted 

420 pursuant to this chapter. 
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421 (4) Issue subpoenas, compel the attendance of 

422 witnesses, and administer oaths to individuals giving 

423 testimony at hearings. 

424 (5) Pursue the prosecution of any individual who 

425 violates this chapter and incur necessarv related expenses. 

426 (6) Keep a public record of all proceedings. 

427 (7) Prescribe standards and approve curricula for 

428 educational programs that prepare individuals for licensing 

429 under this chapter. 

430 (8) Provide for surveys and evaluations of educational 

431 programs as the board determines necessary. 

432 -f--3--(9) By rule, establish criteria for certifying 

433 massage therapy instructors. 

434 ++(10) Adopt an annual budget and authorize necessary 

435 expenditures from fees and other available appropriations. Thc 

436 cxpcndituroo of tho board may not cxcccd thc rcvcnuoo of tho 

437 board in any fiaoal ycar. 

438 +4+(11) Adopt a code of,ethicsfor massage therapists, 

439 massage therapy instructors, and massage therapy 

440 establishments. - 

441 -(-&).-(12) Provide for the inspection of the business 

442 premises of any licensee, applicant, or individual or entity 

443 advertising, offering to perform, or performing massage 

444 therapy in the state during normal business hours, upon 

445 complaint. 

446 -f6-3-(13) Establishstandards for approved massage 

447 therapy schools and a list of approved massage theràpy 

448 schools 
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449 34-43A-7 

450 (a) No individual may perform the duties of a massage 

451 therapist in this state unless he or she holds a valid license 

452 issued by the board. 

453 (b) A massage therapist may not perform massage therapy 

454 for a sexually-oriented business, and shall be subject to 

455 Article 3 of Chapter 12 of Title 13A. 

456 (c) A massage therapist may not advertise or offer to 

457 perform services outside the scope of his or her expertise, 

458 experience, and education for any client who is ill or has a 

459 physical dysfunction, unless the services are performed in 

4 60 conjunction with a licensed physician, physical therapist, or 

461 chiropractor. 

4 62 (d) A massage therapist or massage therapy 

4 63 establishment may not advertise or offer to perform services 

4 64 on any sexually explicit website or online p1atform that 

4 65 promotes prostitution, sexually explicit services, or human 

466 trafficking. 

467 (e) unless exempt pursuant to Section 34-43A-4, a 

468 massage therapist may only perform massage therapy services at 

469 or through a licensed massage therapy establishment. If a 

470 massage therapist is performing outcall massage therapy 

471 services, those services shal-1 be provided through a licensed 

472 massage therapy establishment. 

473 34-43A-8 

474 (a) An individual desiring to be licensed as a massage 

475 therapist shall apply to the board on forms provided by the 

476 board. unless licensed pursuant to subsection (b), an 
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applicant for a license shall submit evidence satisfactory to 

the board that he or she has met all of the following 

requirements: 

------- ----.--:-- _ _ ___. _., _.- __ n.p....n....p...a....p..p.s--.-. 

which ohüll aonoiot of all of tho following: 

a_--_,........p..__..._ -------------------..--_.___Tnt....__... L-- .flaaflt-.flta.flt rs-p 

inoluding 35 hourc of myology, 15 hourc of octcology, 10 hourc 

of circ1atory oyotcrn, and 10 houro of ncrvouo oyotcm, with 

thc rcmaining 30 hourc addrcooing othcr body oyotcmo at thc 

diccrction õf thc rnaccagc thcrapy ochool. 

2. Two hundrcd fifty hourc of baoic maooagc thcrapy, 

thc contradictinctionc of maccagc thcrapy, ar.d rclatcd touch 

rn__. flr -___ 
tn.w 

3. ifty hou:c of bucinocc, hydrothcrapy, firot aid, 

oardiopu1rnonaryroouccitation, profoÐoional cthioc, and ctato 

maccago thcrapy lawc. 

4.Two hundrcd fifty hourc of o1octivco ao dctcrminod 

by thc maooagc thorapy ochool. 

b. Tho bpard, by :ulo, may inoroaoc thc minimum numbcr 

of hou:c of inotruction roguirod for a liconco, not to oaood 

the nurnbor of houro rccommondod by thc National Ccrtification 

(1) successfully completed a course of instruction in 

massage therapy which meets the minimum criteria established 

502 bv board rule for course content and hours of instruction. 

503 a. Th addition to paragrapho a. and b., toTo perform 

504 therapeutic massage on an ankma1, a massage therapist shall 
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505 have also graduated from a nationally approved program and 

506 completed at least 100 hours of postgraduate training and 

507 education in animal anatomy, pathology, and physiology for the 

508 specific type of animal upon which he or she will perform 

509 therapeutic massage. 

510 (2) successfully passed a state board exam or a 

511 national standardized examination approved by the board. The 

512 board may approve other state exams on a case-by-case basis. 

513 (3) completed a criminal history background check 

514 pursuant to Section 34-43A-13(c) . The board may deny or 

515 disci1ine an applicant who has been convicted of a felony or 

516 of any crime arising out of or connected with the practice of 

517 massage therapy. 

518 (4) Paid all applicable fees. 

519 (5) Additional reguirements as provided by rule. 

520 (b) Notwithstanding the requirements listed in 

521 subdivisions (1) and (2) of subsection (a), the board may 

522 license an applicant who is licensed or registered to practice 

523 massage therapy in another state if the standards of practice 

524 or licensing of that state, at the time the applicant was 

525 originally licensed or registered, were equal to or stricter 

526 than the requirements imposed by this chapter. A11 applicants 

527 may be subject to an initial in-person board hearing 

528 dotorincd by at the discretion of the board. 

52 9 (c) Upon receipt of an application, the board shall 

530 notify the applicant that his or her application is_pcnding 

531 complete and shall alsö notify the applicant upon the approval 

532 or rcjoction of his or her application. An application is not 
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533 cornplete until all components of the application have been 

534 received and all criminal history information has been 

535 delivered to the board. If an application isproposed to be 

536 rejected, thc board shall notify thc applicant of thc roaoona 

537 for thc rcjcction the applicant shall be entitled to a hearing 

538 on his or her application. 

539 34-43A-9 

540 (a) No massage therapy establishment shall operate in 

541 this state without a license issued by the board. 

542 (b) A sexually-oriented business may not operate as a 

543 massage therapy establishment or be licensed by the board 

544 pursuant to this chapter. 

545 (c) A massage therapy establishment shall contract with 

or employ only licensed massage therapists to perform massage 

547 therapy. Evcry Each establishment shall notify the board of 

548 every massage therapist_chall bQ rcgiotcrod ith thc board who 

549 performs massage therapy at or through the massage therapy 

550 establishment, and one of_thcm those.massage therapists shall 

551 be designated as the individual who will ensure that the 

552 rnassage therapy establishment complies with state law and all 

553 applicable administrative rules. 

554 (d) A massage therapy establishment license is not 

555 assignable or transferable. 

556 (e) If the holder of a massage therapy establishment 

557 license moves the location of the massage therapy 

558 establishment without changing either the name or ownership of 

559 that massage therapy establishment, the board_ohall may waive 

560 the new establishment license fee, if documentation set by 
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561 rule of the board is approved. This subsection shall not 

562 change the expiration date of a massage therapy establishment 

563 license. The new location is subiect to an inspection before 

564 any massage therapy services are performed at the new 

565 location. 

566 (f) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (2), each 

567 applicant for—&an initial nassage therapy establishment 

568 license shall complete a criminal history background check 

569 pursuant to rules adopted by the board. 

570 (2) An applicant for a massage therapy establishment 

571 license who is a massage therapist and has completed a 

572 criminal history background check as required by the board 

573 within the preceding two years shall be exempt from completing 

574 the criminal history background check required in subdivision 

575 (1). 

576 (3) An applicant for a massage therapy establishment 

577 license shall be the owner, lessee, or legal possessor of the 

578 phvsical establishment. 

579 (g) The physical location of a proposed massage therapy 

580 establishment shall be subject to an initial inspection by the 

581 board before a massage therapy establishment license is 

582 granted to the applicant. A massage therapy establishment 

583 which provides only outcall massage therapy services must 

584 designate a physical location at which records and eguipment 

585 are available for inspection. 

586 (h) If thc phyoioal 1cction of a macoagc thonpy 

587 cotablichment hac beon chut doin by thc board or by lpoal, 

588 ctatc, or fcdcral law cnfproemont, thc phycical location is 
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589 pormanontly prohibitod frorn boing Iiconood or oporating ao a 

590 moagc thcrapy cotabliohmcnt.TT 

591 34-43A-10 

592 (a) App1ications for licensing and renewal of a 1icense 

593 shall be on forms provided by the board and shall be 

594 accompanied by the applicable fee. A rcccnt two by two inoh 

595 photograph ohowing a fronta1 vicw of tho hoad and ohouldoro of 

596 thc applicant for a maooago thorapy or thcrapy inotructor 

597 1iccnoc and app1icant for a maooagc thcrapy cotabliohmcnt 

598 liconoc, tacn no morc than oix month oarlior, oha11 bo 

599 oubrnittcd with cach application. All documents shall be 

600 submitted in English. 

601 (b) The board may deny the application of any applicant 

602 who refuses to complete a criminal history background check as 

603 required by the board and provided in Section 34-43A-13(c) 

604 (c) The board sha11 issue a license, on a prc printcd 

605 ooquontially numborcd form, to each individual who qualifies 

606 to be a massage therapist and to each qualified applicant for 

607 a massage therapy establishment license. A license issued by 

[1.:] the board grants all professional rights, honors, and 

609 privileges relating to the practice of massage therapy. 

610 (d) Each massage therapist shall display his or her 

611 license in the manner specified by the board. Each massage 

612 therapy establishment shall prominently post its license and 

613 the license of each massage therapist who practices within the 

614 massage therapy establishment in plain sight at the massage 

615 therapy establishment. 

616 (e) The board may inspect establishments at any time 
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during norma1 business hours to ensure compliance with state 

law and board rules. 

-fe4-(f) A license is the property of the board and shall 

be surrendered upon demand of the board.tt 

T34-43A-12 

(a) The board, by rule, ohall aoocoo and collcct all of 

thc follot:ing fcco not to cccccd: may establish and collect 

reasonable fees. 

rsna. .----...----rfln--- -._—awaan._. 
fla.nflflna •pfl•fl ••_ ..tnflfla_ 

thcrapiot liccnoc. 

p.___...___- fla_ _.___ panysp_._ _— _. p - 
• aflflwflna.n a-n.a.a.—.a .fl.a 

rcncwal pootnarkcd or rcccivcd at thc officc of thc board on 

____-..--_—
•-s— -p--n—w.---. 

wpa. .... rt—..- taaTsp._ _ ___rtnn 
• fl-...t — - .nt..—a-t np.p.-.a -_ - nflfl 

ta _ass.... ..___. 

cotabliohncnt liccnoc. 

••. p n_..__ rta.._ 
• —._. — 

rcgiotration, and any rcncwal rcgiotration, ao a rnaocagc 

thcrapy ochool in thio otatc. 

.asa.____.__rfla_ __. p. aTsa._a.. ... ________ __ _ - 

rcgiotration ao a maooage thcrapy inotructor in thio otatc. 

(6)Ccvcnty fivc dollaro (75) to roaotivatc an cpirod 

liccnoc. 

(7)Twcnty fivc dollaro (25) ohall be addcd to any 

liccnoc fcco not pootmarkod or rcccivcd at thc offiee of the 

board on or beforc thc cpiration datc of the liccnoe. 

._.p_l______ na-.-_._—pnpa--. .___ __ t 
— 

ccrtificate or a namc ehangc on a lioon9c certifioate. The 
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board rnay iocuo a duplioatc ocrtificato for cach rnaccage 

thQnpy cotabliohmont pn filc with thc board whoro tho maooagc 

thorapict practiccc rnaccago thcrapy. Thc board may icouo 

additional duplicato oortifioatcc only aftcr rcccivir.g a oworn 

lcttcr fro thc maccago thorapict that an original cortifioato 

wac loct, ctolcn, cr dcotroycd. Thc board chall tnintain a 

rccord of oach dup1ioato ocrtifioato iccucd. 

(b) Ncooooary adminiotrativc fcco may bc chargcd by tho 

III1IT1IIII!IIIII 
-fe-3-(b) Commencing on June 1, 2024, the name of the 

separate special revenue trust fund in the State Treasury 

known as the Alabama Board of Massage Therapy Fund shall be 

renamed and then known as the Alabama Massage Therapy 

Licensing Board Fund. A11 receipts collected by the board 

under this chapter shall be deposited in this fund and used 

only to carry oti this chapter. Receipts shall be disbursed 

only by warrant of the comptroller, upon itcmicd vouohQrc 

approvod by thc ohair of thc board. No funds shall be 

withdrawn except as budgeted and allotted according to 

Sections 41-4-80 through 41-4-96 and 41-19-1 through 41-19-12, 

and only in amounts as stipulated in the general-

appropriations bill or other appropriations bills. 

34-43A-13 

(a) Any indivídual may file with the board a written 

complaint regarding an allegation of impropriety by a massage 
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673 therapist, massage therapy establishment1  or other individual 

674 or entity. complaints shall be made in the manner prescribed 

675 by the board. complcinto rcccivcd by tho bocrd ohcll bc 

676 rcfcrrcd to a otanding invcotigativo oommittcc conoioting of a 

677 board mombcr, thc board atorncy, and thc board invcotigator. 

678 If no probablc cauoc io found, thc invootigativo ooittcc may 

67 9 diomioo thc chargco and prcparc a writtcn otatcmcnt of thc 
-_ 

680 rcaocno for that dccioion. 

68]. (b)-44The executive director shall provide for an 

682 investigation of the complaint and, if probab-le cause is 

683 found, thc board ohall may initiate an administrative 

684 proceeding. Upon a finding that the licenseeor applicant for 

685 licensing has committed any of the following misconduct, the 

686 board may suspend, revoke, probate, reprimand, otherwise 

687 discipline, or refuse to issue or renew a license or impose a 

688 civil penalty after notice and opportunity for a hearing 

689 pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act: 

690 (1) The_liccnoc wao licensee or applicant for licensing 

691 obtainedor attempted to obtain a license by means of fraud, 

692 misrepresentation, fraudulent transcripts, invalidated exam 

693 scores, or concealment of material facts, including making a 

694 false statement on an application or any other document 

695 required by the board for licensing. 

696 (2) The licenseeor applicant for licensing sold or 

697 bartered, or offered to sell or barter, a license for a 

698 massage therapist or a massage therapy establishment. 

699 (3) The licenseeor applicant for licensing has engaged 

700 in unprofessional conduct that has ëndanqered or is likely to 
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701 endanger the health, safety, and welfare of the public, as 

702 defined by the rules of the board. 

703 (4) The licenseeor applicant for licensing has been 

704 convicted of a felony or of any crime arising out of or 

705 connected with the practice of massage therapy. 

706 (5) The licenseeor applicant for licensing has 

707 violated or aided and abetted in the violation of this 

708 chapter. 

709 (6) The licenseeor applicant for licensing is 

710 adjudicated as mentally incompetent by a court of law. 

711 (7) The licenseeor applicant for licensing uses 

712 controlled substances or habitually and excessively uses 

713 alcohol. 

714 (8) The licenseeor applicant for licensing engaged in 

715 false, deceptive, or misleading advertising. 

716 (9) The licenseeor applicant for licensing engaged in 

717 or attempted to or offered to engage a client in sexual 

718 activity, including, but not limited to, genital contact, 

719 within the client-massage therapist relationship. 

720 (10) The licenseeor applicant for licensing has 

721 knowingly allowed the massage therapy establishment to be used 

722 as an overnight sleeping accommodation. 

723 (11) The licenseeor applicant for licensing had a 

724 license revoked, suspended, or denied in any other territory 

725 or jurisdiction of the united States for any act described in 

726 this section. 

727 (12) Thelicensee or applicant_cr liccnccc for 

728 licensing was convicted of impersonating a massage therapist 
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729 in another jurisdiction. 

730 (c) (1) Subsequent to an official complaint, and for 

731 other requirements established by this chapter, including for 

732 the purpose of determining an applicants suitability for a 

733 license_or thc rcnct:al of a liccncc to practice massage 

734 therapy, the board may request a criminal history background 

735 check of the lícenseeor applicant for licensing pursuant to a 

736 schedule created by rule of the board. :ach applicant ohall 

737 cubrnit a complctc cct of fingcrprinto and a form, gworn to by 

738 thc applicant, providing writtcn conocnt from thc applicant 

739 for thc rclcacc of criminal hictory background chcck 

740 inforrnatign to thc board. The applicant or licensee shall 

741 submit a full set of finoerprints to the board for the purpose 

of obtaining a state and national criminal history background 

check. 

(2) Thc board ohall oubmit tho fir.gcrprinto and form 

bcard by ALEA. 

_______ ..._ --- rt.fl1 flnmn._J 

criminal hiotory background chocko according to tho fco 

cchcdulo adoptod by tho Alabama Juctioo Information 
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757 

758 rcocivod by tho board from ALEA ohall bo m3rkod oonfidonti3l 

759 and ohall not bo diocloocd or madc availablc for public 

70 inopoction. A11 criminalhiotory background ohock rcporto 

761 roooivod purouant to thio oootion aro opcoifically oxoludod 

7 62 from any roguiromont of publio diocloouro ao a publio r000rd. 

763 Roporto rocoivcd may or.ly bo uocd for tho purpocoo d000ribod 

764 in thio chaptcr. A11 information providod io oubjoct to tho 

765 ruloo octablichod by tho Alabama Juoticc Information 

766 Commiccion and flublic Law 92 5fl. An individual that ucoc a 

767 criminal hiotory background chook roport for purpooco othcr 

768 than thooc prcvidcd in thio chaptcr may bc oubjoct tc oriminal 

7 6 9 chargco undcr Scctiono 1 9 601 and 1 9 602. 

770 2) Finqerprints obtained pursuant to subdivision (1 

771 be exchanqed bv the board, the Alabama State Law 

772 Enforcement Agency, or any successor entity thereof, or any 

773 channeler aroved bv the board, with the Federal Bureau of 

774 Investigation for the purpose of obtaining a state änd 

775 national criminal history background check. 

776 (3) The applicant or licensee shall be re5ponsible for 

777 all costs associated with the submission of his or her 

778 fingerprints and obtaining a state and national criminal 

779 history background check. The board may incorporate those 

780 costs into the cost of licensing or may charge the applicant 

781 or licensee a separate fee, which may be payable to the board, 

782 the Alabama State Law Enforcement Agency, or any successor 

783 entity thereof, or the approved channeler, as appropriate. 

784 (4) Information received by the board pursuant to a 
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785 state and national criminal historv backqround check shall be 

786 confidential and shall not be a public record, except that any 

787 information received by and relied upon by the board in 

788 denyinq the issuance of a license or revokinq, suspendinq. or 

789 otherwise disciplining a licenše or licensee may be disclosed 

790 as necessary to support the denial or revocation, suspension, 

791 or other disciplinary action. 

792 (d) An individual governed by this chapter who has a 

793 reasonable belief that another massage therapist has violated 

794 this chapter shall inform he board in writing within 30 

795 calendar days after the date the individual discovers this 

796 activity. Upon finding that an individual has violated this 

797 subsection by not informing the board as required, the board 

798 may do any of the following: 

799 a. Impose an administrative fine of not more than ten 

800 thousand dollars ($10,000) according to a disciplinary 

801 infraction fine scheduie adopted by rule of the board. 

802 b. Suspend, probate, reprimand, otherwise discipline, 

803 or revoke the individuals license to practice massage 

804 therapy. 

805 (e) The license of any individual who has been 

convicted of, or has entered a plea of nolo contendere to, a 

807 crime or offense involvinghuman trafficking, prostitution, or 

808 any other type of sexual offense shall be permanently revoked 

809 by the board according to the Administrative Procedure Act. 

810 (f).. The massage therapy establishment license of any 

811 massage therapy establishment wherein an individual_hac bccn 

812 ccnviotcd of, or cntorcd engages in conduct which leads to a 
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813 conviction of or entry of a plea of nolo contendere to, an 

814 offense involving prostitution or any other type of sexual 
. 

815 offense against a client, or which the board determines is a 

816 sexually-oriented business, shall be permanently revoked by 

817 the board according to the Administrative Procedure Act. 

818 (g)-4+ Upon a finding that an individual or entity who 

819 is governed by this chapter has performed massage therapyor 

820 operated a massage therapy establishment without having 

821 obtained a license, the board may do any of the following: 

822 e-r(l) Impose an administrative fine of not more than 

823 ten thousand dollars ($10,000) . - 

824 -r(2) Issue a cease and desist order. 

825 e-r(3) Petition the circuit court of the county where 

826 the act occurred to enforce the cease and desist order and 

827 collect the assessed fine. 

828 (h) (l) The executive director may issue an emergenc 

829 order supendinq the operation of a massaqe therapy 

830 establishment without a prior hearing when public safety is at 

831 immediate risk. Public safety shall be considered at immediate 

832 risk in any of the following circumstances: 

833 a. A law enforcement aqencv notifies the board that the 

834 law enforcement agency is investigating a massage therapy 

835 establishment for an offense under Section 13A-6-152, this 

836 chapter,or rules adopted by the board pursuant to this 

837 chapter. 

838 b. The massage therapy establishment is operating 

839 without a validlicense issued by the board. 

840 c. The board has reasonable cause to believe that a 
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841 massage therapy establishment is violating this chapter or a 

842 rule adopted by the board pursuant to this chapter, and, upon 

843 physical inspection by the board, one or more violations are 

844 confirmed. 

845 d. Upon physical inspection of a massage therapy 

84 6 establishment by the board, one or more violations of this 

847 chapter or a rule adopted by the board pursuant to this 

chapter are confirmed. 

A • e-. Other circumstances as determined bv the board. 

: • (2) Upon determining that an individual or entity 

. governed by this chapter has performed massage therapy or 

852 operated a massage therapy establishment without a valid 

853 license as provided in subdivision (g) (1), the executive 

854 director of the board may issue an emergency order. If the 

855 executive director believes a massage therapy establishment is 

856 in violation of a local, municipal, or other applicable law, 

857 the executive director shall notify local law enforcement of 

858 the possible violations. An emergency order shall identify t e 

859 massage therapy establishment by its business name and state 

860 that the massage therapy establishment is closed by order of 

861 the board pursuant to this chapter and rules adopted by the 

862 board pursuant to this chapter. 

863 (3) A massage therapy establishment shall remain closed 

to the public until it is in compliance with this chapter and 

.. rules adopted by the board pursuant to this chapter. The board 

... shall provide the massage therapy establishment with a written 

.. summary of the findings of any inspection resulting in the 

•.. emergency order and shall describe the compliance measures 
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869 necessary to remedy those findings. Within three busihess days 

870 after receipt of the findings by the massage therapy 

871 establishment, the board shail issue to the massage therapy 

872 establishment, in writing, a complaint resulting in the 

873 emerqency order suspendinq the operation of the massaqe 

therapy establishment, which describes the compliance measures 

875 which must be taken for the emerqency order to be rescinded. 

876 (4) An emergency order suspending the operations of a 

877 massage therapy establishment shall be printed on 8 x 11 

878 paper and conspicuously taped to the front door of the massage 

879 therapy establishment. 

880 (5) A massage therapy establishment may not remove the 

881 posted emergency order or reopen for business until the board 

882 determines, after a phvsical inspection, that the massaqe 

:: therapy establishment is in compliance with this chapter and 

rules adoted bv the board puršuant to this chapter. 

885 (6) A massage therapy establishment that reopens to the 

886 public while operations are suspended shall be fined one 

887 thousand dollars ($1,000) per day for each day in violation. 

888 (7) If the board is reguired to enforce the emergency 

889 order in circuit court for continued violations of this 

890 chapter or rules adopted by the board pursuant to this 

891 chapter, the court may triple any applicablefines and order 

892 the massaqe therapy establishment to reimburše the board for 

all legal fees and administrative costs-incurred by the board 

: in enforcing the yiolation. 

:  (8) Within 30 days after the issuance of an emergency 

order suspending operations of a massage therapy 
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897 establishment, the massaqe therapy establishment may re st 

898 in writing, a formal hearing before the board. 

899 -(--3-(i) Any individualor entity aggrieved by any 

900 adverse action of the board may appeal the action to the 

01 Circuit Court of Nontgomery County. 

902 44-3-jj The board shall present any incident deemed 

903 serious misconduct by the board to the local district attorney 

904 for review and appropriate legal action. 

905 -f44-(k) The board may adopt rules to implement and 

906 adrninister this section. 

907 TT34-43A-14 

908 (a) An individual or entity who does not hold a license 

909 as a massage therapist, physical therapist, chiropractor, or 

910 athletic trainer, or a license for a massage therapy 

911 establishment, shall not use the words massage or bodywork 

912 on any sign or other form of advertising describing services 

913 performed by the individual or within the establishmént. 

914 (b) Any advertisement by a massage therapist or massage 

915 therapy establishment shall contain the license number of the 

916 massage therapist or massage therapy establishment.T 

917 

918 

919 

920 

921 

922 

923 

924 

34-43A-16 

(a)In addition to the criminal penalty prescribed by 

this chapter, the board may seek an injunction against any 

individual, entity, or establishment in violation of this 

chapter. 

(b)In an action for an injunction, the board may 

demand and recover a civil penalty of fifty dollars ($50) per 

day for each violation, reasonable attorney fees, and court 
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925 costs. 

926 34-43A-18 

927 (a) To be approved by the board, a rnassaqe therapy 

928 school shall_rncct all of thc following rcguirccntc cornply 

92 9 with all standards for approval established by board rule. The 

930 applicant shall also do all of the following: 

931 (1) Subrnit to the board a completed application 

932 prescribed by the board and the registration fee_opcoificd in 

933 Scction 31 13A 12. 

934 

935 includc a rninirnum nurnbcr of rcguircd hourc of inctruction in 

936 thc cubjcctc rcguircd by Scction 31 13A 8. 

937 -f-4-(2) Reqister_annually biannually with the board by 

938 subrnitting a renewal form, the renewal fee_cpccificd in 

939 Scction 31 13A 12, and a current curriculum and list of active 

940 massage therapy instructors teaching at the school. 

941 -f-4+(3) Commencing on October 1, 202S, submit proof to 

942 the board of registration as an assigned school throuqh the 

943 National Certification Board for Therapeutic Massaqe and 

944 Bodywork (NCBTMB) 

945 4) Satisfv other standards as the board my irnpose b 

946 rule. 

947 (b) Except as provided in Section 34-43A-4(a) (4), every 

948 massage therapy instructor teachinq a course in massaqe 

949 therapy at a massage therapy school located in this state 

950 shall be licensed by the board as a massage therapist and 

951 registered as a massage therapy instructor. Instructors who 

952 are not teachinq massage therapy do not need to be reqistered. 
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953 An adjunct massage therapy instructor shall be dually licensed 

954 in the state where he or she resides or be nationally 

955 certified, •or both. 

956 (c) An applicant for registration as a massaqe therapy 

957 instructor shall satisfy all of the following requirements: 

958 (1) Be currently licensed as a massage therapist in 

959 this state. 

960 (2) Submit to the board a completed application as 

961 prescribed by the board and the_onc timc application fee 

962 opccificd in Scction 3 12. 

963 (3) Submit documentation of three years of experience 

964 in the practice of massage therapy. The documentation rnay be 

965 considered by the board on a case-by-case basis. 

966 Section 3. This act shall become effective on June 1, 

967 2025. 

1 
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